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I don’t know when | made it, | don’t know why | made it, and | don’t know for whom | made it

Opening: November 22, 2025, at 11:00 AM
Exhibition dates: November 22, 2025 — January 22, 2026

Arkiv, the Institute of Contemporary Art in Peja, is pleased to present artist Jeton Gusia as part of its ongoing series on
contemporary art. Jeton Gusia lives and works in Prishtina, Kosova, and is one of the most authentic voices of today’s contemporary
art scene in the country.

In his solo exhibition at ARKIV, titled / don’t know when | made it, | don’t know why | made it, and | don’t know for whom | made it,
Gusia offers a body of work that dives deep into the mystery of creation into that place where art is born not from an idea but from a
need; not from intention but from the moment; not for someone, but for the sheer existence of the act itself.

With the title / don’t know when | made it, | don’t know why | made it, and | don’t know for whom | made it, the artist explores the
ambiguous terrain where art emerges as necessity, as reaction, or as testimony of existence. His colors are not decoration but
breath; his forms are not structure but memory of the instant. In them one senses both the fatigue of searching for meaning and the
pleasure of being freed from having to find it. Painting becomes a record of an experience that seeks no conclusion a struggle to
capture the moment before it fades, before it shapes itself into meaning.



In this exhibition, the ordinary becomes poetry, the everyday becomes metaphysics. Each work is a blurred memory, a trace that no
longer knows what it once wanted to express yet it remains alive precisely because it cannot be fully explained.

Jeton Gusia invites us into a space where understanding is not required, only feeling; where not-knowing becomes its own kind of
light; where art doesn't try to be clear, but true.

In this silent dialogue between the artist and the work, ARKIV becomes a laboratory of memory and its absence a place where
painting turns into a question about being, time, and the act of being alive.

Curated by Leon Emra

About the Artist

Jeton Gusia (born 1980, Prishtina, Kosovo) is a contemporary painter known for his expressive use of color and form, through which
he builds a visual language that moves fluidly between figuration and abstraction. He graduated in Painting from the Faculty of Arts
at the University of Prishtina in 2005.

Over more than two decades of artistic production, Gusia has created around one hundred paintings that reflect his continuous
artistic search and his engagement with everyday life, memory, and human perception. His work is characterized by an inner
emotional energy and a formal freedom that often places the viewer before silent poetics, visual tensions, and delicate relationships
between color and light.

In 2025, Gusia is presented at Galleria Continua in Paris with the exhibition Silent Threads Resounding Kosova. In 2018, he
participated in the exhibition Internet Disko at VZL/Contemporary Art in Amsterdam, curated by Jakup Ferri, alongside artists Vigan
Nimani and Jeton Gusia. His solo exhibitions include Tetris Manipulative Space (2011) and Plastic Factory (2004). Institutionally, he
has been presented early in his career at the Kosovo Art Gallery, including in the 7th edition of the Muslim Mulligi Prize with the
exhibition Calling the Entire Stations (2009), and in Poetics in Visual Art (2006), curated by Mustafa Ferizi.

About ARKIV

ARKIV, the Institute of Contemporary Art, is the first public institution dedicated to contemporary art in the Peja region. Bringing
together local, national, and international artists across all disciplines, ARKIV is envisioned as a center for advanced research,
critical thinking, experimentation, and dialogue.

The Institute aims to offer visitors an unparalleled experience of contemporary culture and art. It examines the past through
collection and archiving, informs the present through exhibition and production, and inspires the future through education and
development. ARKIV seeks to advance contemporary art in Kosovo through direct engagement with artists and the public by
creating exhibitions and programs that communicate the transformative power of art today.

A core value of ARKIV is promoting opportunities for public dialogue about art and the ideas artists generate, so their work becomes
part of national and international conversations. ARKIV is a unique platform for discourse and engagement, especially in a society
where members of diverse ethnic, racial, religious, or social groups maintain and develop traditional culture.

At ARKIV, community-building is encouraged by bringing people together through art and ideas; believing that art is a human
necessity and that sharing its experience promotes collective engagement and international dialogue. The Institute serves as a
place that collects, preserves, organizes, and publishes historical values. The history of Kosovo and beyond has been largely
produced but insufficiently consumed and recorded. Therefore, ARKIV sees itself as an archive that proposes new space for
discussion on contemporary art from Kosovo and beyond.

ARKIV, the Institute of Contemporary Art in Peja, is a public, non-profit NGO founded in 2018 by artist Sislej Xhafa. It is in the former
public school “Vaso Pashé Shkodrani,” built in 1946 as the first elementary school in Peja, strategically positioned near the city’s
national park.
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Press Conference:
November 22, 11:00-12:00

Exhibition Opening:
November 22, 2025, at 11:00

Exhibition Duration:
November 22, 2025 — January 22, 2026

Contact Information:

ARKIV — Institute of Contemporary Art
info@arkivi.org
https://www.arkivinstitut.com

Opening Hours:
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